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IN THE 81ſt YEAR OF HIS AGE, 
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Mivisrz or THE FIRST Essen IN Es Yang 


« Goop and Faithful ſervant, —enter thou into the Joy of thy Lord. 
« Heav'n gives the needſul, but neglected call, 
When to the grave we follow the renown'd 


4 For valor, virtue, ſcience, all we love, 
And all we praiſe.“ 


4 Stat ſua cuique dies.” 
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Mapan, 


Tar memory of that great and good character, your 
late beloved conſort, i is ſtill held in affect ionate veneration; 
eſpecially by the aged and the pious of the church, from 
whom he is removed, to a more enlarged ſphere of uſeful- 
neſs and purer comforts, in the church triumphant. 


Tos divine conſolations, which were his joy in life, 
and his ſupport in the conflicts of age and death, arc now 
yours; while like him you walk down the vale of life, in 
the 77 7 of the Juſt, that ſhineth more and more, unto the 
perfect day. 
May your mind be continually cheared, with the un- 
_ clouded proſpe ct of that reſt on which you hope to enter, 
in the bright climes of immortality, and of again of uniting, 
with the pure ſpirit, of your once deareſt earthly friend, in 
| the ſublime praiſes and ſervices of that better world. 


Turk following diſcourſe, which was delivered ſoon after 
his deceaſe, and now publiſhed at the requeſt of a number 
of reſpectable friends in Hebron, is moſt reſpect fully inſcri- 
bed, as a token of dutiful and affectionate remembrance, 
by your dutiful ſon,  — 


The AUTHOR. 
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JOB XIV. 14. 
All the days of my at pointed time, will I wail, till my change 


come. 


APPY Jon, thou man of many ſorrows, and of tried 


integri * with calm reſignation thou didſt ſee death's 
approach. ho 


lalt enemy, and bid him welcome. 


Tuis pious man had e the inſtability of all human 


greatneſs. - For the trial of his faith and hope, the provi- 


dence of GoD had cait him down from the elevation of 


proſperity, wealth and honors, into the loweſt ſtate of ad- 
verſity, poverty and pain. He ſaw the vanity of a depend- 
ence on all things that are unable to ſurvive death. 


I the final reſult of his trials, he evin ced that he prized 
the favor of God as his hi gheſt good, his only durabl. e de- 
dependance and happineſs. * 


It is probable that Jos lived in the earhy oatriarchal age, ond not long 


after the days of ABR AHA, and before human life was reduced to the fand- 


ard of three ſcore and ten years, as it was in the days of Mcszs. For after 
tae ſudden deaths of all his firſt born children and the end of his trials, we find 
by the laſt chapter of his book, that he lived 140 years, in great effluenct and 


proſperity, and ſaw his deſcendants ſpreading over the countsy around him, to 


the fourth generation. 


After ages had rolled harmlefs over his head, the venerable patriarch | 


( Sd 
«Ang looking ed. ſaw all the vallies fill'd 
« With nations from his loins ; full well content 
% To leave his race, thus ſcatter'd o'er the earth.” 


Thus amply did Gop reward bim for his excellent virtues, in terporab 


*ayors and ſtill more NF in  {piritual bleflings, 


u couldſt familiarly converſe with thy 


s + way * 
— — 2 al 
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The firſt cauſe of all things, alone poſſeſſes eternity. In 

the beginning of time, he gave exiſtence to creation. The 

orders of glorious N in heaven, the human race, 

and all creatures, as well as the whole material Univerſe, 
derive their origin, and hold their continuance from Gop. 


Uro man, the Deity has enſtamped an intelligent and 
immortal nature; but the body, the preſent vehicle of the 
ſoul, by the law of the Creator, is doomed to death. It 
1s appointed to men once to die.” 


AFTER a few revolving ſuns, the period ſpeedily ar- . 
rives, when the body curiouſly wrought, and nicely balan- 
ced by fluids and ſolids, and upheld by the hand of the di- 
vine architect, is diffolved into its primitive elements. The 
righteous man commits his body to the duſt ; knowing that 
it will be raiſed again at the laſt day. When his terreftrial 
ſhall be exchanged for a celeſtial, and his mortal for an im- 
mortal body, and fitted to inhabit thoſe pure and ſpiritual 
regions, where the bodies of ENO H and EL1JAH are, 
and where alſo the bleſſed redeemer is gone, with the body 
in which he aſcended from the plains of Bethany. 


Ax the diſcovery of future brightning e ag beyond 
the vale of death, JOB could chearfully bid adieu to earth. 
Such diſcoveries were given him by the divine teacher of 

men, to ſuſtain and comfort him, in his moſt uncommon 
trials. He prefered the preſence of his redeemer, to the 
ſociety of the deareſt earthly friends, and the ſervices and 
plea — 0 of heaven, to all the profits and delights of the 


Tur grave as a veil, hides from the ſight of the living, 
the future world. From thence none return. If a 
man die,” fays Jos, © ſhall he live again?“ He knew 
that his ſoul was immortal, and when diſengaged from its 
feeble and emaciated body, would {till exiſt in the glorious 
world to which the ſpirits of juſt men depart. And there- 
fore replies as in the text; All the days of my appointed 
time, I will wait, till my change come,” 4 
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NoTHING conduces more to diſen our minds from 
an undue attachment to the things of this mutable world, 


than a ſerious, practical meditation on death. It excites 
do a vigorous and habitual preparation for the ſolemn mo- 


ment. It is a forgetfulneſs of death, that makes death 


formidable, and is the cauſe why fo many of our fellow _ 
men, receive with ſurpriſe and trembling their ſummons 


to depart. But he whoſe ſincere deſire is to pleaſe Gop, 


and to ſerve his generation by his will; who lives to 


Gop, aliſe of habitual duty and uſefulneſs, receives the 
meſſage for his departure, as he would an invitation to. a 


rich banquet, prepared by a beloved and invaluable friend. 
Until that period ſhall arrive, he will gone: wait. Our 
text, chriſtian audience, is peculiar 


aged faithful ſervant of Gop, who is worn down with la- 


bors in the ſervice of his LORD, and with the decays and 


infirmities of nature ; and who is waiting, with a pleaſing 


hope, that when he ſhall be diſengaged from the body, he 


mall be with his redeemer. 


May the divine ſpirit, the enlightner of our minds, ena- 


dle us all to profit, in our meditations on this ſolemn ſub- 
ject, while by his merciful aſſiſtance, I ſhall attempt to 


I. That Gop has determined the duration of our life 


in this world, beyond which we cannot paſs. | 


2. Speak of that change, thro' which we muſt paſs, 


when our appointed time ſhall be finiſhed. And _ 


3. How we are to wait, till our change ſhall come. 


Tnar the period of our exiſtence in this life is fixed, is a 


truth aſſerted in the ſacred pages, and confirmed by our 


own experience. What man is there that liveth, and 
ſhall not ſee death?” He who gave being and life to man, 


has the alone indiſputable right to diſpoſe of his: life, to 
continue or bring it to a period, at ſuch time, and by fucks 


means. as his infinite wiſdom may appoint. 


y applicable, to the 


, OP" , 
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Tux body ſeems, by its inceſſant changes and alterati- 
ons from infancy to age, naturally to tend to diſſolution. 
Compoled and nouriſhed with periſhable materials, itſelf 
is periſhable. So wonderful is the conſtruction of the bo- 
dy, and ſo liable to innumerable fatal accidents, that it is 
à greater wonder that we live, than that we die. 


Ou continuance, is owing to the hand of Gop up- 
holding us: and can be accounted for on no other princi- 
ple, than that aſſerted by faint PAurL, that, “in Gop 
ve live, and move, and have our being.” If he withdraw 

his ſuſtaining power, we die and return to our duſt. 


WHATEVER might have been the fate and duration of 
man's animal life, had he perſevered in loyalty to his Crea- 
tor, we are aſſured that death in its preſent form, is a penal 
evil, incurred by tranſgreſſion. One part of the ſentence 
pronounced on the firſt offender, and which 1s alſo executed 
on all his deſcendants, 1s, “ unto duſt thou ſhalt return.“ 


. God has appointed means for the preſervation ſupport 
and life of the body, and by an inſtinctive principle, man is 

induced to uſe thoſe means. In the dve and temperate 

uſe of them life is ſometimes prolonged to old age: and by 
the intemperate abuſe of them, in numerous inſtances, the 
lives of individuals are ſhortened, „„ 


+ W1THiN the appointed period of human life, the lives 
of many rdividual: are allo cut ſhort, by the immediate 

rovidence of GoD, in mortal ſickneſs, —earthquakes,— 
E and other awful executioners of divine juſtice.— 
And in all ages, men forgeting that they are brethren, of 
one great family, are each other's executioners, in the bloo- 
dy field. And perhaps a larger number {till ſhorten their 

own lives, by intemperence and other exceſſes in wicked- 
neſs; and thus verify that proverb, bloody and deceitful 

men ſhall not live out half their days. Thus ſecond cau- 
ſes are appointed to lengthen out our lives. And perſons 
have found the advantages reſulting from the due regulation 
of their animal appetites and paſſions, in health, chearful- 


nels and longevity. 
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Ts life is a ſtate of trial for the life to come ; and is 
therefore neceſſarily of a limited duration. Tho' the wiſeſt 
courſe 1s purſued, to lengthen out our days, man cannot 
give immortality to the body. The decree of heaven is 
irreverſible, © Tt is appointed to men, once to die.” All 
men have ſinned, and thereby forfeited life, and become 
ſubjected to death. By one man fin entered into the 
world, and death by fin ; and ſo death paſſed upon all men, 


for that all have ſinned. The wages of fin is death.” We 


are hence taught the origin of this evil. It ſprings from 
the fruitful womb of ſin, and is brought upon man by his 
own procuring ; himſelf is the cauſe of death. 19955 


— * Gop never made a creature 
_« But what was good. He made a li ſoul : 
TT The wretched mortal, was the work of man.“ 


Tb is then a period which terminates our exiſtence 
here. While the mercy of GoD, has made bleſſed provi- 
ſion for our immortal exiſtence and happineſs, it ſuffers us 
to ſee and feel the effects of our diſobedience, in the death 


of the body. The redemption finiſhed by CHRIST, did 


not procure for us an exemption from this part of the law's 
condemning ſentence. CHRIST himſelf ſubmited to 
death, when he was found in faſhion as a man. This viſi- 
ble effect of Gop's diſpleaſure, is conſtantly before us to 
remind ns, how great an evil ſin is; that we may thereby 
be excited to ſincere reprorgnce for ſin, and to a cordial and 
obedient reception of the ſalvation. proclaimed in the goſ- 
pel ; which aſſures the friends of IEsus of a bleſſed reſur- 


rection from the dead, when death their laſt enemy, will 
be deſtroyed. For CHRISx has riſen for our juſtification 


and as the firſt fruits of them that ſleep in him. 


Tx wiſdom of Gop has been pleaſed to cauſe the yo" 
riod of lite to vary in different ages of the world. Beto 

the flood, men counted their lives by hundreds of years.— 
From the flood, theperiod gradually ſhortened to the days of 
Moss, who in the goth Palm, in a ſolemn and beautiful 
elegy, celebrates the life of 5 1 as bounded by ſeventy or 


_— 
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eighty years. Since his days it has remained ſtationary. 
The days of our years are threeſcore years and ten; and 
if by reaſon of ſtrength they be fourſcore years, yet is their 
ſtrength labor and ſorrow, for it is ſoon cut off, and we fly 
away.“ 


FoR MER generations have all departed. There is not 
one repreſentative of early ages, who now turvives. We 
cannot continue, by reaſon of death. His days are de- 
termined, the number of his months are with thee : thou 
halt appointed his bounds that he cannot paſs.” Short is 
our date, and foon the appointed time arrives; not too ſoon. 
however to him who has ſerved his Gop and Sa VIOUR 


* Refore the flood, the period of life was between goo and 1000 years. 
The flood was in the year of the world 1656, From that time, through the 
patriarchal age, life gradually diminiſhed, to the days of Moszs who was 
born 779 years after the flood. In that ſpace of time kowever, it ſuffered 
a ſudden change, when life was ſhortened about one half in the time of Px - 
LEG, who was born at the building of Babel. | of 

The following table, taken from the ſacred hiſtory in the bible ſhows the 
graduai declenſion of Life from the flood to Moszs. . 

Noah lived 950 years Seruglived 230 years 


Shem 600 Nakor 248 
Arphaxad 438 Terah | 205 
Salah 433 Abraham 175 
Eber | 468 : © "JC - 180 
Peleg 239 Jacob 147 


239 Joſeph 110 * 

And from Joſeph to Moſes was 64 years. * 55 
The long lives of the patriarchs before the flood and for ſeveral ſucceeding. 
generations, were favorable to the tranſmiſſion of original revelations and 
_ early hiſtory, by oral tradition. Adam was cotemporary with Methuſelah 
243 years; Methuſelah with Shem 98 years; Shem, who is thought by 
many to have been Melchizedec, was cotemporary with Abraham 75 years,- 
Abraham with Jacob 15 years, Jacob with Joſeph 56 years ; and from Jo- 


ſeph to Moſes was 64 years. Allowing the laſt period for one generation, 


no more than fix generations had elapſed from Adam to Moſes, through the 
long ſpace of twenty-four hundred years ; which gives a medium of 400 
years for each generation. | | 
Thus the knowledge of the true God—of the creation, - the flood, - the 
apoſtacy, the promiſed Saviour, and other important events, was preſerved 
in the line of holy men, down to Abraham, and alſo ſpread among ſome of 
the collateral branches of the deſcendants of Noah; as appears by knows 
ledge which Job and his friends had of thoſe important events, 2 2 
If we compute 70 years for a generation ſrom Mofes, when the peried of 
| Hfe was fixed, there have been 48 generations from Moſes to the preſent 
time; add to this the fix preceeding, and there have been but fifty - four com + 
pleat generations from Adam. A number apparently fmall' for the long 
ſpace of almoſt ſix thouſand year. | | | | 


- 
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with fidelity. The infirmities of age, —the loſs of friends 
and comforts here, and the decay of his active powers to 
ſerve his God, diſpoſe him reſignedly to wait his call from 
this, his embrio- ſtate of exiſtence, to his . peaceful reſt, 
where he will feel no more infirmity or pain; where he 
will renew his youth and enjoy immortal vigour in all his 


2 and advance in a never ending progreſſion, in 


nowledge, holineſs and happineſs, throughout the days of 


eternity. 


Bur the longeſt life comes too ſoon to a cloſe, to the 


| ſoul that is unprepared. The aged ſinner goes from ſor- 
xows here, to that ſtate where hope never comes, and pain 


is without a pauſe. 


LerT us „ : 
2. Contemplate the change, thro' which we paſs, when 


our appointed time on earth is finiſhed. 


1. Death greatly changes the body, I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made,” exclaims the pſalmiſt. But at 
death, the body thus wonderfully formed by the hand of 
the divine architect, is ſadly marred. The beautiful erect 
form, and the harmonious ſymmetry of its various poliſhed 


limbs and members are ſeen no more! It becomes a loath- - 


tome corple, and is buried from the ſignlt. 


2. Death makes a great change with regard to our plans, 15 
our expectations and enjoy ments, in life. Our unfiniſhed 


ſchemes of living, are buried with us in the nate. No | 


more can the eye behold the beauty and glory of the works 


of creation, or of human art. o more can the ear be 


delighted with the ſound of muſic, the voice of friendihip, 


or the vocal praiſes of the Creator. The child quits his 
childiſh amuſements,—the youth, his charming proſpects, 


the learned, their pleaſing ſtudies and the tongue of the 
eloquent orator is dumb ;—the man of honor leaves the ap- 
plauſe of the world, —and the mifer, his hoarded treaſures. 
At death's ſummons, the drunkard haſtily drops his cups, 
and leaves his jovi al companions, and the ſenſualiſt, his cri- 
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DEATH alſo cuts off thoſe plans of uſefulneſs which the 
righteous man who fears and loves his Gop, had deviſed, to 
re the honor of his redeemer in the world, and benefit 
is fellow men. 8 


5 Death makes a great change in men's ſpiritual con- 

dition in the other works The ſoul leaving the buſy cares 
of this world, and the vain parade of life, at death, is intro- 
duced to different ſcenes and different company ; to the 
company and employments of Angels and departed ſpirits 
either good or evil, to join with them in their purſuits and 


employments forever. 


THost whoſe fouls were, in this world, immerſed in 
the pleaſures of fin, or who minded earthly things as the 
{upreme object of their purſuit, will there join their kin- 
_ dred ſelfiſh and . e ſpirits, among whom not a ſpark 

of generous friendſhip will be found; and be forever par- 
* of their plagues, in the regions of inconceivable 

wo! 5 W 


Axp onthe other hand, the man who has with fidelity 


and zeal ſerved his generation, by the will of God, at 
death is introduced, as a welcome gueſt, to the bleſſed ſo- 
ciety of angels and ſaints, —of glorified patriarchs, prophets 
and apoſtles, —of the holy martyrs, — the ſpirits of juſt 
men, and of all the wiſe and good, Who have gone before 
him to glory. He will be conducted to the N of his 
Saviour, whom on earth he loved and ſerved, and will join 
with all the redeemed in their ſongs of praiſe to Gop and 
to the Lamb, through unceaſing ages! O divine employ- 
ment! O bliſsful ſtate ! OE WO DW 985 


_ To give us ſome idea of the glories and felicities of that 
ſtate, the divine ſpirit is pleaſed to repreſent it by lively, 
glowing images taken from ſenſible objects. But yet the 
images fall ſhort of the reality: for that eternal weight af 
glory that 1s laid up for the righteous, the eye hath not ſeen, 
1 can ſee, nor the imagination conceive. It is a ſtate 
where © there ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor 


13 
crying; ucither ſhalt there be any more pain.” Where 
they that overcome © will drink of the fountain of the 
water of life; where rivers of pleafure forever flow, and 
the tree of life forever blooms. It is the city of the New 
Jeruſalem, that hath no need of the ſun, neither of the 
moon to ſhine in it, for the glory of the LORD doth lighten 
it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.” In her proſperous 
palaces, the redeemed will walk, adorned with the crown 
of glory, the white robe of the redeemer's righteouſneſs and 
the palm of victory; be ſeated on his throne and made 
kings and prieſts unto GoD and to the lamb ; they ſhall 
reſt not day or night in their diyine employments and plea- 
ſures, and dwell forever in the preſence and enjoy the im- 
mortal friendſhip of him, who has loved them, and redeem- 
ed them by his blood, out of every nation; to him be glory 
and dominion forever, amen. ; . 


Tr1s will be the happy condition of that faithful and wiſe 
ſervant, whom his LORD ſhall approve. The reward is 
purchafed, and will be confered b him who hath ſaid, “be 
thou faithful unto the death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life. We come now to '<chquire, 35 2 324.29 2 


3. How we are to wait, till our change ſhall come. 


1. In the diligent and faithful uſe and improvement of 
thoſe means of light and grace, which the mercy of Gop 
affords us to fecure our ſalvation. He hath given us: that 
moſt ſure word of prophecy contained in the wy! ſcrip- 
tures, —the chriſtian ſabbath, —the goſpel miniſtry and 
ordinances, —his various providences,—and natural con- 


- ſcience, that candle of the Lox, that is lighted up in the 


breaſt of every man. We have line upon hne and precepft 
upon precept, that we may thereby obtain the Snowy | 
of our unhappy condition as guilty tranſgreſſors of his holy 


law, and prize the glorious remedy provided for our falva- 


tion, In addition to theſe rich advantages, the holy ſpi- 
rit, is commiſſioned to fanctify and bleſs the means and ta 
make them effeCtual to the heirs of falyation. 11 
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IN order then to a peaceful death and a happy exchange 
of worlds, we are to give all diligence, that by the bleſſing 
of God on thoſe means, faithfully improved by us, we 
may make our calling and election ſure, | 


2. By improving this life as a ſtate of trial and prepara- 
tion for an eternal ſtate. Here we are patiently to ſubmit 
to Gop's correcting providences ; and thaukfully improve 
his mercies. Our condition in this mutable world of ſor- 


row and death, and God's various providences towards us, 


are wiſely ordered for our good, as beings who have offend- 
ed our maker, and are placed in a ſtate of trial for the re- 
covery and enjoyment of his favor. And his bleſſed word 
aſſures us, that his favor we ſhall enjoy; if, ſenſible that 

we are ſinners, we fly by unfeigned repentance and faith to 
_ Cnrisr, our all ſufficient refuge. duch have an infalli- 


ble promiſe of ſafety in death, and that on them the ſecond = 


death ſhall have no power. „ 


3. To wait till our change ſhall come, is to cultivate pu- | 
rity of heart, and to live a uſeful life. Purity and ſincerity 


of heart GoD requires in all our works; in all our profeſſi- 


ons and approaches to him, and in all our converfation and 


behaviour among men. With a heart diſpoſed to honor 
_ God, we are to ſtrive to ſerve our generation, and to do 
. mu To have conſtantly in our view the chriſtian's per- 

ect pattern of philanthrophy, the amiable example of IE- 


sus, whoſe life and death diſplayed the moſt diſintereited : 


and unbounded kindneſs to men. The followers of 
Cnnxis r will be ſafe in deaeuum. 


Tu x conſideration that the continuance of life is un- 
certain, will excite the righteous man, to zeal and dili- 


gence in the improvement of time and opportunities in du- 
ty. Whatſoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 


might ; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, 


„ wiſdom in the grave whither thou goeſt.“ 


4. To wait till our change ſhall come, is daily to ex- 


5 Lect . We know not what a day may bring forth. But 


ec 
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few comparatively attain to old age. There is no order 
in death. The ſmiling infant, and the youth, on whoſe 
face roſy health blooms, —and the man of middle age, 
whoſe bones are moiſtened with marrow, and whoſe blood 

flows through all his veins, frequently drop into their graves, 
defore the aged. | | 


'To prepare for death ſhould be our conſtant labor and 
_ purſuit, To put off, in any ſtage of life, a preparation for 
that momentous change, to a future period, is moſt unwiſe 
and perilous. It is to act as the unwile traveller, who 
ſpends the morning and noon of the day, in trifling amuſe- 
ments, and the terrors of the night overtake him, far off 
from the end of his journey, In imitation of the example 
of our bleſſed Lox, let us © work the works of him that 
fent us (into the world) while it is day, for the night com- 
eth in wllich no man can work.“ e 9 94 


Our fellow men are leaving the world, each hour and 
2 - moment. At what moment our turn ſhall come is a ſolemn 
5 fecret, with him, who kills and who keeps alive, and whoſe 
call we muſt obey. © Watch ye therefore, for ye know 


d not when the maſter of the houſe cometh, at even, or at 

T midnight, or at the cock crowing or in the morningꝰ We 
0 | know not but the next hour or moment, our immortal ſpirĩit. 
[- may be ſummoned into the preſence of our CREATOR and 

4 Iopox, to receive an eternal ſenten dee. 

GE l e 

| Dar often ſurpriſes men by his unexpected approach. 

? He comes as an unceremonious gueſt, and takes us as we are. 
4 He is deaf to the earnelt plea of the dying man, that he 
Il would ſpare him a little longer, before he goes hence and 
du- is no more. . e 
Ses Hx is but a commiſſioned ſervant of the Lok p of life, 

and muſt obey his orders. 5 155 

oy A ſerious impreſſion on our minds, of our conſtant expol- 


But edneſs to death and the eternal judgment, would powerful 


16 
ly influence us well to improve the pat moment, t6 con- 
quer each unworthy paſſion, to check unlawful and ſinful 


purſuits, and excite us tb diligence in the wiſe merchandize 
of redeeming the time. 


5. To wait till our change ſhall come, is to wait in the 
habitual exerciſe of faith in our LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
He has taſted death for us and has conquered death by his 
reſurrection, and aſſured his followers of victory over death. 
CHRIST 1s the reſurrection and the life ; and they who die 
in him are bleſſed. That faith which receives CHRIST 
as our all ſufficient and willing SAVIOUR and repoſes the 
immortal intereſts of the ſoul into his hands, can triumph 
over death. In the exerciſe of that faith, that overcometh 
the world and the fears of death, ſaint PAur repreſents the 
dying believer, ſaying “ O death where is thy ny, O 

grave where is thy victory! Timid and doubting chriſti- 
ans, who through fear of death have been long ſubject to 
bondage, have ene in the trying conflict, been moſt 
courageous. Supported by grace, they have ſmiled in the 
face of the king of terrors, and laughed at the ſhaking of 
his ſpear.” Thus in the awful moment they have found, 
ſweetly fulfilled that divine promiſe, © The Lord will 

give ſtrength unto his people, the LoxD will bleſs his peo- 

ple with peace.” 3 


928. Laſtly, to wait till our change ſhall come, is to wait 
with patient ſubmiſlion to the will of Gop, tor the hour of 
death. IIis time is the beſt. 1 


N 


Oux CREATOR has ſtationed us in this world ot diſei- 
pline and trial, an appointed time; that by a wiſe improve- 
ment of our advantages, we may, through the grace of our 
REDEEMER, enter on a bliſsful immortality. The time 
of our diſmiſſion we muſt leave with Gop. The ſevereſt 
 afflictions cannot juſtify an impatient wiſhing for death. 
The chriſtian ſoldier muſt not quit his poſt of danger, un- 
til his Loxp ſhall give him an honorable diſcharge. Nei- 
ther ſhould he wiſh for the prolongation of life, when it is the 
pulweaſure of God, to take him out of the world. We are 
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God's abſolute property ; and his infinite wiſdom will 
do right in diſpoſing of us, in this, and in all worlds.-— 
That temper of mind which becomes us, as offending erea- 
tures, and ſervants of the moſt high Gop, cannot be more 
happily expreſſed than it is in the text,—** All the days 
of my appointed time, I will wait, till my change come.“ 


Some REFLECTIONS, will apply and cloſe this 


diſcourſe. 


I. It is unbecoming the character of the chriſtian, who 
has a good hope in a better inheritance, to complain of the 
ſhortneſs of life. It is long enough, if well improved. 
It is a ſtate of moral darkneſs, of expectations and diſap- 
pointments, of hopes and fears. In the ſcriptures it is 
compared to a journey, to a race, to a combat. Will 
the good man wiſh to be always travelling, and not arrive 
at his proper home? Will he not be willing to finiſh his 
race, and his warfare, and obtain the prize, a crown of im- 
mortal life? e 


2. The certainty of our change, ſhould excite us to live 
as expecting it. In the Bible, life is compared to things 
of the ſhorteſt duration, and ſwifteſt motion. The long- 
lived patriarchs called it a day. All fleſh is as the graſs and 
the flower of the field. As an handbreadth, as a vapour, 
as a moment, in compariſon of that never ending ſtate, on 
which we ſhall all ſpeedily enter. O firs, let us live as ex- 
8 the ſolemn hour, when the places that now know 
us, will know us no more forever! Let every moment bear 
witneſs that we live for Gop, and the great end of our im- 
man g, br. 2mm; EH 

Every minute well improv'd, 
«« Secures an age in heav'n.“ 


Warts each day and hour hurries the unprepared ſin- 
ner, nearer to death and the world of unutterable wo; it 
kindly wafts the good man, nearer to his eternal home.— 
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Tho' he paſſes thro' ſeas of trouble here, and waves and 
billows roll over him, he will be ſafely piloted thro' the 
gates of death, to the harbour of reſt, and to the ſhores of 
Immanuel's land, where he will find a welcome reception 
from ANGELS, and juſt men made perfect; and his bliſs 
be conſummated by his REDEEMER and JUDGE, faying, 


cell done good and faithful ſervant, enter thou into the 
Joy of thy LoRD.“ | 


FRIENDS and fellow immortals ! Allow me to mention, 
that my thoughts were turned to the ſolemn ſubject of our 
I mortality, more eſpecially at this time, by that holy provi- 
dence of GoD, which has of late removed your aged and 
pious PASTOR, my honour'd father in law from this pain- 
tul lite, to an eternal and bleſſed reſt. J ſympathize with 
you, my friends, his late beloved and now bereaved flock, 
in the removal of your head. May Gop ſanctify to you | 
and to your children, this holy viſitation ! The moſt holy and 
uſetul men, mult bow to the all ſubduing arm of death. 


Io ſuch as he was, death comes with a peaceful and 
friendly countenance. His work was done. He had fin- 
iſhed the great and uſeful part, that he had to act on the ſtage 
of lite; and with S1MEON could fay, Now, LORD, 
letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace.” He had long 
proclaimed the news of falvation to a loſt world. In his 
light multitudes rejoiced ; many of whom, we truſt, are 
now with him in glory, uniting in the enraptured praiſes 
of their common SAVIOUR. . e 


May thoſe ſolemn and momentous truths which he has 
delivered, and by which, he being dead, yet ſpeaketh, be 
never eraſed from our thoughts. 


Wirz what ſublime eloquence ! with what affectionate 
and celeſtial ardor, has he deſcribed to you the awful ter- 
rors of God's broken law; and the charms of redeeming 

grace! May none of his awakening diſcourſes riſe up in the 
juJg2ment againſt any of you, his immortal hearers! May 


AS. 


| To aged ſaints, ** 


and prepare for a dying hour! 
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E now, and at that awful day, bleſs Gop that it was your 


appy lot to live under the faithful miniſtry of fo eminent a 
ſervant of CHRIST! 


IT is thought, that pious departed ſpirits, have a know- 
ledge of the tranſactions of this world, at leait, fo far as 
they eſpecially reſpect the church of CHRIST. And could 


he addreſs you, from the ports of glory, in the language of 


men, with what ſolemn earneltneſs, would he call upon 
you, his dear people, to ſecure your eternal intereſts ; and 
invite you in the affectionate language of his LokD, ſay- 
ing, Come, for all things are ready!“ Would he not af- 
ſure you, that the bleſſed goſpel, which he had ſo long 


preached to you, was that alone, by which you can live and 
die in peace, and hope. e 


His death, firs, peaks loudly to all claſſes of people here. 

e ye alſo ready.” To the aged ſinner, 
that, “it is high time to awake out of ſleep, for the night 
of ſin is far ſpent, and the day of eternity at hand. To 
thoſe in younger life, © to remember their CREATOR,“ 


> 


CAN any of you be reconciled to the thought of baniſh- 


ment from CHRIST, at the laſt day, after having, fo lon 


ſat under the miniſtry of the word, ſo ably and faithfully 
diſpenſed by him? May none of his faithful labors be loit 


as to you. May you give him the joy, when you will 


again {tand with him, at the latter day on the earth ; when 
miniſters and people, will ſtand before the tribunal of uni- 
verſal judgement, the joy to ſay, Here, Loxb, am I, 


and the ſpiritual children, which thou haſt given me.” 


— 


THEN will you, dear friends, be to him a crown of re- 


joicing, when we truſt, he will ſhine as a ſtar of ſuperior 


magnitude, among thoſe who have turned many to righte- 
oulneſs, - AN OT Ws) | 


Tur tongue, which ſo long ſounded the glad tidings of 
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——— — 


falvation from this deſk, is now ſilent in death! The heart 
which overflowed with love and compaſſion to your fouls, 
has ceaſed to beat! "Thoſe hands, which according to his 


ability, have been extended in works of charity and mercy 
to the afflifted, are now mouldering in the duſt! Thoſe, 


feet, which have ſo often carried him to the houſe of Gop, 
and to your dwellings, to adminiſter comfort to mourners, 
and light to ſuch as Me in darkneſs, have now gone down 
to the manſions of the dead! And thither, you will ſpeedily | 
follow. O remember that * the time is ſhort!” * The 
fathers, where are they ? and the prophets, do they live for- 
Wert: --: ” 1 


YouR aged PA sro is gone to glory, and wiſhes your 
company there. Could ſorrow find a place in his breaſt, 
in thoſe bliſsful manſions, it would be to fee any of you, 
tor whoſe ſalvation, he ſo long labored, miſſing the road to 
heaven, and running the downward road to death and hell ! 


ALLow me, firs, one of the leaſt of the ſervants of Je-_ 
sus, to beſeech you, that you receive not this grace of GoD 


in vain! Should you periſh from under ſuch uncommon 


means, your condemnation mult be greatly aggravated ; 
you will be found to have been ſinners of a larger ſize, than 


thoſe whoſe advantages have been leſs. 


Ir the righteous are ſcarcely ſaved ; what will be the con- 
dition of ſuch rejectors of ſalvation ! Methinks hell from 
beneath will be moved, and the condemned ghoſts of de- 
parted impenitents, will give place to ſuch fcorners of 
gracc. | | 


To eſcape that inconceivable miſery, and ſecure your 
endleſs felicity; remember, O firs, that now is the ac- 
cepted time, and noto is the day of ſalvation.” . 


May Gop moſt mercifully impreſs all our minds with 
a deep conviction of the importance of our ſalvation, —of 
the wiſe improvement of time, —of the ſolemnities of death 


warm and lively imagination. 
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and the approaching judgement, and a never ending eterni- 
ty! That thro' grace, we may finally be accepted, for tho 
alone ſake rh rp CHRIST; to him with the Father, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, one Go, be thankſgiving, ſalvation 
and glory, world without end, AMEN. 


The ſubſtance of the following is extracted from the public 
ON papers. | e 


IA Reverend Benjamin PoMERO Y, D. D. de- 


parted this life at Hebron, the 22 of December, 1784, 


in the 8ſt year of his age; in the triumphant hope of a 


blefled im mortality. The Reverend Dr. HuxTINGTON 
of Coventry, preached at his interment, from Daniel 12. 
13. But go thou thy way, till the end be; for thou ſhalt 
reſt, and ſtand in thy lot, at the end of the days. 


HE was deſcended of a pious and reſpectable family, 


whoſe anceſtors, at an early period of the ſettlement of New- 
England, came from Britain, and fettled in the town of 


Windſor, on the bank of Connecticut river. He was the 


ſon of Mr. Joszern PoMERoy of Suffield, His capaci- 


ous mind early diſcovered an ardent thirſt for learning. He 


received the firſt honors of Vale College A. D. 1733. He 
and his brother in law, the late Preſident WHEELOCK, 


were the two firſt, who received the generous legacy of the 


Rev. Dean BERKLEy, to that College, for ſuperior me- 
rit in literature, while they were ſtudents there. 


To his judgement which was penetrating was joined a 

His taſte was very good; 
and his memory retentive to an uncommon degree. The- 
ology was his chief ſtudy from early life. The ancient 


and modern poets and claſſics were familiar to him, and im- 


roved in the cauſe of virtue and religion. In friendſhi 


he was conſtant and affectionate; and a pattern of the vit- 
tues, which adorn the head of a family. — 
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IN the days of his youth, he became the friend of Gop, 
by the power of divine grace. The enlarged powers of his 
ſoul and all his acquirements, were conſecrated to the 
work of the miniſtry of the goſpel of which he was a moſt 

ingenious preacher. | - | 


He excelled in caſuiſtry and experimental knowledge. 
In this perhaps he hath ſcarce left his ſuperiour. He was 
active and zealous in labors in carrying on the reformation, 
remarkable for the uncommon effuſions of the divine ſpirit, 
thro' New-England, and other parts of the continent, al- 
moſt fifty years ago. Multitudes in various parts of the 
land rejoiced in his light. His zeal was ardent. It was a 
zeal for Gop and the immortal intereſts of mankind, _ 


8 He was a Calviniſt in principle, but not a bigot. His 
| ſentiments were liberal. His preaching was evangelical ; 


his addreſs ſolemn, pathetic and affecting. 


He was ſettled in the miniſtry at Hebron, A. D. 1735. 
And his valuable life was prolonged as the ſpiritual PAS TOR 
of that people, for almoſt half a century. = 


. - 
. 


HE was greatly aſſiſting, by his diſintereſted labors, to 
his worthy brother, the late Preſident WHEELOCK, in 
: eſtabliſhing the foundation of the ſchool in his vicinity, 

- from which Dartmouth College aroſe, and exerted his kind 
bl : offices to that ſeminary to the cloſe of life; of which he was 
il appointed by royal charter, a truſtee. The Senatus Acade- 
micus of that Univerſity conferred on him the degree of 


Doctor in Divinity, A. D. 1774. 


His charities and compaſſion were unbounded. He en- 

27 Joyed the luxurious pleaſure of mitigating human wo, and 

wiping the tear from the face of ſorrow. In relieving the. 

wants of others, he was forgetful of his own. The bleſſ- 
ing of many ready to perith came upon him.” PLES 


. 
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Lika good biſhop, „he was given to hoſpitality.” 
His door was always open to the © houſeleſs child of want.“ 
In him the virtuous poor ever found a friend. 


« The long remember'd beggar was his gueſt, 

* Whoſe beard deſcending {wept his aged breaſt. 
The broken ſoldier, kindly bade to ſtay, 

wy Sat by his fire, and talk'd the git away.” 


HE was a zealous and able advocate for the civil and 
religious liberties of his country; and warmed with patrio- 
tiſm,officiated asa i Chaplain in the army in the two laſt wars. 


| Bis was called off from his public labors, by a ſcyere 
aſthma, more than a year before his death, and was wholly 


deprived of his fight. His mental powers remained unim- 


paired to the laſt. He familiarly converſed upon his ap- 


_ proaching diſſolution; and the expectation of an exchange 


of worlds Was pleaſant. „He knew that his REDEEMER | 


liveth.” He took an affectionate leave of his family, and 


gave them his laſt bleſſing, and ſitting in his chair, quietly 


_  Cropt into the arms of death ! 


= Along the gentle lope of life's declins 
He bent his gradual way, till full of years, 
He dropt like mellow fruit 1 into his grave.” 


He Jas left a widow, and five children, to imitate : his 


great example. * 


* Hz married Miſs Abigail Wheelock Aber of Deacon Ralph be- 
beck of Windham, October 24th, A. D. 2734. By whom he had a number 
of children, of which the following lived to grow up. viz. 

Benjamin, a phyſician, died in the army, in 1760, 
Ralph Pomeroy, Eſq. married to the widow Gardner of Hartford, 
Eleazer, married to Miſs Mary Wyllys of Hartford, 

Zefpab, married to Miſs —_ Cook of Newbury-port. 

Abigail, married to Mr. Jobs Gillet of Hebron. 

Hannah, married to Rev. David M*«Clure of Eaſt-Windor. 
Elihu, married to Miſs Lydia Barber of Hebron, 
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in the church which had introduced © envyings and ſtri 
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AxtEcpor s of perſons eminent in any profeſſion are 
5 uſeful as well as entertaining. For which rea- 


ſon the writer has been a little particular. And would add, 


that chearfulneſs and gravity were happily blended in Dr. 
PoMEROY. | 


| His converſation was edifying and pleaſing to the young, 
as well as the aged. He was exceeding fond of divine 


| Plalmody : And ſeveral young people of his ſociety, uſed 


to meet at his houſe on Sunday evenings, for a year before 


his death, and entertain him with ſome favorite Hymns 
and Odes of Dr. WaTTs, ikilfully ſet to muſic. 


Tux honor of religion was near his heart. In the de- 


_cline of life, he frequently expreſſed his grief at the declen- 


ſion of the lite and power of religion, and the prevalence of 


errors in the land; particularly, of univerſaliſm, infidelity 


and fataliſm ; and the ill effects of metaphyſical ſpecula- 


tions in divinity, which ſome learned and unlearned good 
men had zealoully publiſhed and preached ; as that the 
Deity is the efficient cauſe of all volitions in moral agents, 


or the author of fin that all fins are equal, each fin being 


an infinite evil; that unregenerate men ought not to be ex- 


horted to pray or attend upon the means of grace; and alſo 
ſome rigid notions of qualifications for chriſtian ee | 

"bo 
in many places, and filled the proſelyting nets of ſectarians, 
ſwarming around the churches. Happily for the peace of 
the churches, this © philoſophy the pride of erring reaſon, 


the tradition of men, and the rudiments of this world, and 


always contrary to the wiſdom of CHRIS r, and to the ſim- 


plicity of his religion, is now on the decline, 


( 28JU77 | 
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